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MARINE TEACHERS MAKE WAVES WITH NEW SYLLABUS

The Queensland Studies Authority has just accredited Queensland’s first syllabus written by a group of local Queensland teachers.

After twelve months of deliberation, the QSA decided on May 12th 2005 to accredit the Marine Teachers Association of Queensland Coast and Marine Education Syllabus for five years making it the first ever syllabus to accredited by a State Government in the history of Education in this State.

The syllabus has been showcased at the International Middle School Association Conference on the Gold Coast.

Speaking at the presentation was Sheree Bell and Kelly Goodingham, two young teachers who wrote the syllabus with the help of members of their subject association.

“For the first time in over 50 years a truly unique syllabus has been developed for Queensland students from years 7-10”, said Ms Bell

“It has long been recognised that the most challenging classes to teach occur from years 7 - 10 a fact strongly supported by an International Conference being held on the Gold Coast this week.”

“The syllabus, written by a group of marine studies teachers in consultation with a wide cross section of industry partners has received praise from delegates around the world.”

“Focusing on a theme of Coast and Marine Education, the syllabus merges science, technology and environmental studies with academic skills and practical learning such as water conservation and water safety activities.”

“Students combine oceanography with marine biology skills and apply them to various projects including ecosystem protection and aquaculture industries.”

Speaking at a poster session at the international conference, MTAQ President Sheree Bell said that "these are skills that will be essential for people who live near the coast in the next 50 years".

"It is important for students to learn practical conservation skills now so that when they become a reality, they will be better able to cope with practices quite different from those early in the 21 century", she said.

"Our coastal and marine zone is going to change dramatically in the next 50 years, as global warming, declining wild catch fish populations and water supplies are stretched to the limit" she said.   

"Our students need to learn about ecological sustainable aquaculture industries or water saving technology and at the same time engage in celebrating the values the coast has to offer in surfing, sailing, canoeing, snorkelling, fishing or the value of marine parks that allow people to get away from the concrete jungle that South East Queensland has the potential to become" she said.

“Our new web site’s publication section, details the history of syllabus development, trial school results, QSA accreditation details as well as activities and examples for members” she said.

“Membership of the association is available to teachers but associate memberships are available for anyone interested in marine education at

www.marineteachers.org,au”, she said.

“The web site also details the official launch by the Minister for Education and the Arts, Anna Bligh, in September at the Southport School.  The 5 day conference will outline how the syllabus can be implemented as well as providing sample workprograms for schools”, she said.
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The Marine Teachers Association of Queensland is a non-profit grassroots organisation dedicated to the professional development of marine teachers in Queensland. Founded in 1994 by a small group of visionary educators, the Marine Teachers Association now maintains over 400 members and 10 branches across Queensland and Interstate and is the peek body for marine education in Queensland.

Sheree Bell is the current president and teaches full time at Sunshine Beach State High School.  Sheree has taught Marine Studies for the past 5 years and has played a pivotal role in the development of Coast and Marine Education.

Kelly Goodingham is co-author of the syllabus and teaches marine studies at Holy Spirit College in Mackay.  Kelly is one of the new breed of educators teaching the new outcomes approach to education.  She played a key role in the development of syllabus outcomes as well as editing the syllabus.

